
IFPA Conference Committee 
 

Guidelines for Organization and Scientific Content of IFPA Meetings 
 
Overriding Principle 
The members of IFPA are drawn from disciplines that encompass all aspects of science and 
investigation concerning the placenta.  While each scientific meeting of IFPA should have an 
overriding theme, the meeting program should include, to the fullest extent possible, each branch 
of placental science to allow all IFPA investigators to display their latest findings and allow 
interaction with other scientists. 
 
Theme of Meeting 
Each IFPA designated meeting should have an over-riding general theme related to placental 
science that will be represented in a plenary session(s), debate(s), poster sessions, and 
workshops.  The theme of the meeting shall not, however, be over-represented to the detriment 
of other branches of placental science. 
 
The IFPA conference committee shall be charged with maintaining corporate memory i.e. 
keeping track of themes and ensuring that different branches of placental science are fairly and 
regularly represented at IFPA meetings.  This information should be posted on the IFPA 
executive and public websites.  Conference organizers should contact the IFPA Conference 
Committee at least two years in advance of their meeting to review past meeting themes and 
present their proposed main theme(s) for approval.  In conjunction with the Conference 
Committee, organizers should also present plans for inclusion of certain other branches of 
placental science in their proposed conference agenda in the form of plenaries, workshops, poster 
sessions, etc. 
 
Role of Plenary Sessions 
Plenary sessions should be sessions organized around contemporary themes in placental science 
and feature internationally recognized speakers, reporting state-of-the-art studies.  Plenaries may 
also include experts in a particular scientific area, e.g. apoptosis or angiogenesis or imprinting or 
NextGen sequencing, who are not necessarily placental scientists but whose knowledge, 
expertise, and interests might benefit the placental community as a whole. Generally our 
tradition has been not to hold parallel plenary sessions, but rather, in running a single session, to 
involve all the attendees in various different aspects of placentology. 
 
Role of Poster Sessions  
Poster presentation sessions are of critical importance in achieving effective communication 
between members and in developing and encouraging young investigators.    Poster sessions are 
vehicles to allow investigators (particularly trainees and young investigators) to display and 
discuss their work in an atmosphere that allows interaction with their peers.  It is essential that at 
least two hours be set aside in each poster session to allow for such interaction.  Ideally, posters 
should be on display throughout the entire meeting to allow time for contemplative viewing.  
Poster viewing sessions could be held in the early evening when longer time is available for 
interaction, and light refreshments could be provided. 
 



Workshops 
Workshops should be highly focused in-depth discussions of particular topical subject areas 
(both conceptual and technical).  They should not simply be extensions of plenary sessions or 
mini-plenaries with oral presentation of work from poster sessions.  Rather, they should focus on 
a controversial or topical aspect of one particular area or technique of placental science. The 
number of individuals presenting in each workshop should be limited to allow adequate 
discussion.  Again, adequate time (at least 2 hours) should be set aside for each workshop to 
enable in-depth discussion. Workshop chairs should help formulate provocative questions to be 
addressed and should actively lead and direct discussions. Historically there have been three 
workshop sessions (1 per day) with four workshops in each. However it is preferable to have 
fewer workshops of higher quality with sufficient time for in-depth discussion, than more 
workshops. Hands on workshops such as those demonstrating analytical techniques, novel 
methods, etc. are encouraged. It is also suggested that organizers attempt to arrange workshops 
so that related topics do not occupy the same time slot. For example, a workshop on nutrient 
transport and a different one on IUGR or PE, would be highly likely to be attended by the same 
scientists. See the “IFPA workshop guidelines” document for more details and suggestions. 
 
Debates 
Debates can also be used to address controversial questions, or recent techniques in placental 
science.  Participants should be chosen based on their depth of knowledge, ability to represent 
the subject, and, hopefully, ability to present their work in a light-hearted manner. 
 
New Investigators 
IFPA is proud of its tradition of including trainees and young investigators in its programs.  
Conference organizers should make every effort to include trainees and young investigators in all 
aspects of the program by, for example: 
a) allowing time for a New Investigator plenary session (organized by the New Investigators 
b) travel grants (outside of the Loke, NIH & Elsevier) 
c) prizes for presentations in plenary and poster sessions (outside of those sponsored by 

Elsevier) 
d) inclusion in workshop sessions as speakers 
e) inclusion as session chairs together with a senior chair 
 


